
The mission of Court Appointed Special Advocates 
(CASA) of Philadelphia is to train and support 

community volunteers to advocate for the health, 
safety, stability and well-being of abused and 

neglected children.
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WELCOME TO OUR NEW CASA VOLUNTEERS!



Please join me in welcoming our newest group of volunteers who 
were sworn-in on January 27th by Judge Butchart.  Like the 
volunteers who have come before them, this latest group of 
dedicated folk are ready to take on the joys and challenges of a 
CASA volunteer. 

 I am incredibly proud of our CASA volunteers and staff for their 
commitment and advocacy on behalf of the children we serve.  
Speaking of children served, we broke an all time record last year 
and provided CASA advocacy to over 160 children!  

Thank you for all of your hard work!   With your continued efforts, 
we can provide critical CASA support for even more children in 
2010.

Letter from Wendy Aguirre, Executive Director



Featured Volunteer: Lauren Fuiman
By: Amy Fustino, Court Liaison & Volunteer 
Supervisor

Lauren has been a volunteer with CASA since 

January 2008.  She has advocated for two boys 

who are diagnosed with mental retardation.  

The older brother, who aged out of the foster 

care system at age 21, now resides with a host 

family.  His 17 year-old brother lives in a facility 

located in Langhorne, PA.  Not only has Lauren 

faithfully visited him EVERY MONTH since 

September 2008, she has advocated for him to 

receive therapy and consistently visit his 

siblings.  Lauren is not only his advocate...she 

is his trusted friend!

In May 2009, Lauren graduated from Drexel 

Law School and received notice that she 

passed the bar exam in October 2009.  

Recently, Lauren got married!  At her wedding 

reception she recognized and highlighted 

CASA of Philadelphia, making a donation in lieu 

of wedding favors.  Lauren is currently working 

as a Law clerk for a judge in Camden, NJ.

Featured Volunteer: Sharon Ravin
By: Cynthia Mason, Volunteer Supervisor

On December 22, 2009, Sharon Ravin wrote 
the following letter to the Kimmel Center...

Dear Ms Ewers;
I am writing this appeal with the hope that you will 
help me provide an amazing experience for three 
very needy children. I work for an organization 
called CASA (Court Appointed Special Advocates). 
We are a volunteer organization (offices at 1940 
Brandywine St. and Family Court) assigned 
advocacy cases of neglected and abused children.

I am currently working with three siblings (ages 6, 8 
and 9) who were recently removed from their home 
and placed in foster care.  Needless to say, this has 
been a very difficult time for these sweet children.  
During the hours I spend with them, I provide 
emotional support.  Additionally, I try to expose them 
to new “adventures”.

I would love the children to experience “The Lion 
King”.  I have seen the show  twice and the look of 
wonderment on the faces of  children is something 
this teacher will always remember!  I could have 
easily bought tickets but CASA has very strict rules 
about spending personal money on our children. 
This is necessary because CASA volunteers come 
from every socio-economic group and it would mean 
that those children assigned more affluent CASAs 
would have unfair advantages. We are permitted to 
accept donations for children.

It is because of these restrictions that I have 
decided to write to you.  Could you possibly find it in 
your heart to donate three tickets to these very 
deserving children? (I will gladly pay for my own 
ticket.) You would be providing them with the 
experience of their lifetime and a happy memory at 
a time in their lives when there have been precious 
few good times.

I look forward to hearing from you.

Thanks to Sharon, 3 kids saw the Lion King 
during the holidays!

CASA Volunteer Spotlight 



CASA Open House
March 1, 2010 12:00-1:00pm
April 12, 2010 6:00-7:00pm 
May 3, 2010 12:00-1:00pm
June 9, 2010 6:00-7:00pm 

Location: 1940 Brandywine Street Philadelphia, PA 19130 

Volunteer Pre-Service Training
Spring One:

3/3, 3/10, 3/22, 3/29: 6:00-9:00pm
3/31 6:00-8:00pm

Spring Two:
TBD

Location: 1940 Brandywine Street Philadelphia, PA 19130

CASA TRAINING CALENDAR

 If you know someone who is interested in becoming a CASA 

Volunteer, please contact:

 Leonard Bonarek, Volunteer Coordinator 

215.922.1409 

leonard.bonarek@casaphiladelphia.org

 CASA of  Philadelphia Staff  
Wendy Aguirre, Executive Director 

wendy.aguirre@casaphiladelphia.org

Leonard Bonarek, Volunteer Coordinator & Supervisor
leonard.bonarek@casaphiladelphia.org

Amy Fustino, Court Liaison & Volunteer Supervisor
amy.fustino@casaphiladelphia.org

Cynthia Mason, Volunteer Supervisor
cynthia.mason@casaphiladelphia.org

Allison Modica, Associate Director
allison.modica@casaphiladelphia.org

Jamillah Muhammad, Volunteer Supervisor
jamillah.muhammad@casaphiladlephia.org

Let 

us know if you have 

suggestions for in-

service training 

opportunities!

SREAD 

THE WORD! TELL 

A FRIEND ABOUT 

CASA OF 

PHILADELPHIA!
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Forgotten Children Campaign

Designed to increase awareness of the 

plight of kids in foster care and the role of 

CASA volunteers in their lives, the event 

serves as an important fundraiser for local 

programs. National CASA provides the life-

sized cut-outs to programs in its network.  

The programs do the rest—creating 

homegrown events tailored to touch people 

in their communities  and inspire people to 

stand up for foster kids.  The Forgotten 

Children campaign is sponsored nationally 

by Jewelers for Children, the Dr. Phil 

Foundation and the American Legion Child 

Welfare Foundation. Dr. Phil and Robin 

McGraw are the campaign’s national 

spokespeople.

Save the Date!
CASA of Philadelphia and 
Delaware Counties Forgotten 
Children Campaign:
May 17-May 22

Stay tuned to emails 
about the event and 
how you can 
participate.

CASA NEWS CORNER

Please welcome Jamillah Muhammad, CASA’s 
newly hired Volunteer Supervisor!

Save the Date!
Circle of Hope Fashion Show
March 11, 2010 6:00-11:00pm

Montgomery County Rotary Club will hold The Circle 
of Hope Fashion Show to benefit CASA of 

Philadelphia and three organizations that work hard to 
stop violence against children and improve their lives.

For tickets:
www.circleofhopefashionshow.com

Save the Date!
2010 Volunteer Training & Conference

June 21-22, 2010 
The PA CASA Association announces its first CASA 

Conference just Pennsylvania volunteers & staff!
Send questions to:

june2010conference@yahoo.com

Please check out the CASA links below
To check out CASA’s advocate library, click here: http://

www.casanet.org/library/index.htm

To listen to CASA Volunteer Voices, click here:http://
www.nationalcasa.org/volunteer/voices.html

To read a national study about the effectiveness of 
CASA/GAL for children, click here: http://

www.casanet.org/program-management/evaluation/
0903-EffectivenessCASAGALVolunteers-0024.pdf

To support CASA, please visit “Shop CASA” and 
purchase items promoting CASA: http://www.co-

store.com/nationalcasa
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